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Recommendations for Bait Hive Design
1. HEIGHT: about 15 feet (5 meters) above the ground.

2. SHADE AND VISIBILITY: well-shaded, but highly visible. Bees avoid or
abandon bait hives in direct sun.

3. DISTANCE FROM PARENT NEST: not important.

4. TOTAL ENTRANCE AREA: about 1%2 to 2 square inches (10 to 15 ¢m?);
a circular opening about 1Y4 inch (3.2 ¢m) in diameter is suggested.

5. ENTRANCE SHAPE: not important.
6. ENTRANCE POSITION: near the floor of the hive.

7. ENTRANCE DIRECTION: facing south preferred, but other directions are
acceptable.

8. CAVITY VOLUME: about 1.4 cubic feet (40 liters). This is about the volume
of one standard ten-frame Langstroth hive body (see Figures 2 and 3).

9. CAVITY SHAPE: not important.
10. DRYNESS AND AIRTIGHTNESS: dry and snug, especially at the top.

11. TYPE OF WOOD: various types acceptable; many types of trees have been
occupied. Bees may avoid new lumber.

12. ODOR: the odor of beeswax is attractive. However, putting in pieces of
comb is not advisable, as comb also attracts wax moths and can harbor
disease organisms. If a hive body is used as a bait hive, a good solution
is to insert a few wired frames, each containing a strip of foundation.
Commercially available chemical lures that smell like lemon grass and
apparently mimic the scouts’ communication scents work well and can
be used in bait hives of any shape.
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